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                                    Pandemic Saw Rise in Kids Swallowing Magnets, Tiny Batteries

                                    
More kids swallowed small magnets and batteries in 2020 compared to previous years -- a worrisome surge that dovetailed with pandemic stay-at-home orders.
An analysis of data from more than 100 U.S. hospitals found that the number of kids 17 and younger who were treated for swallowing foreign objects remained about the same from 2017 to 2021, but there was a large jump in incidents involving small magnets and batteries.
"Button batteries and small-rare-earth-magnet-sets represent the most dangerous objects a child can ingest," said Dr. Patrick Reeves, an assistant professor of pediatrics at the Naval Medical Center at San Diego.
"Due to their abilities to cause electromagnetic force discharge, these objects can tear through tissue, cause bleeding and even death," he added in an American Academy of Pediatrics news release. "Parents should treat these objects like the Dark Side of the Force and strive to decrease children's access to these items in the home."
Each year, U.S. emergency departments treat about 55,000 to 60,000 children who've swallowed foreign objects.
The majority of cases involve kids under 5 who have swallowed batteries, magnets, coins, toys, desk supplies, bathroom items, jewelry, fasteners (screws, nails, etc.) and holiday items such as Christmas ornaments and decor.
Most foreign objects that are swallowed by children eventually leave the body naturally, but electronic button batteries and small-rare-earth magnets pose a significant danger, including the risk of death.
The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission recently recalled some small high-powered magnet sets, but more needs to be done to protect children, the study authors said.
That includes campaigns to educate kids, parents, other caregivers, and health care providers with an aim to discourage purchase of these items and to remove them from the home.
A summary of the findings is scheduled to be presented Sunday at a virtual meeting of the American Academy of Pediatrics. Research presented at meetings is typically considered preliminary until published in a peer-reviewed journal.
More information
The American Academy of Pediatrics offers advice on preventing children from swallowing dangerous items.
SOURCE: American Academy of Pediatrics, news release, Oct. 8, 2021
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                                                        Our commitment to patient care and health is priority one here at Duren's Clinic Pharmacy.

We believe in the value of providing personalized service and quality products.
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