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                                    U.S. Army COVID-19 Vaccination Rate Nears 98%

                                    
Nearly 98% of the U.S. Army's active duty force had received at least one coronavirus vaccine dose as of Wednesday's deadline for mandatory vaccination, officials said Thursday.
However, more than 3,800 soldiers have refused to get a shot and could start being discharged from the military next month, according to an Army statement.
The Army is the U.S. military's largest service, but has a lower number of members seeking a religious exemption (1,700) than the Air Force (4,700), Marine Corps (3,000) or the Navy (2,700). None of those requests have been approved.
The Army's 97.9% rate of at least one shot among its more than 478,000 active duty members places it second behind the Navy's rate of more than 98%, but ahead of the Air Force (97%) and the Marine Corps (95%), the Associated Press reported.
The Pentagon said earlier this year that COVID-19 vaccination was mandatory for all service members, including the National Guard and Reserve, and is considering making booster shots mandatory.
Vaccination of service members is critical to maintaining a healthy, ready force prepared to defend the nation, according to Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, the AP reported.
"Vaccinating our soldiers against COVID-19 is first and foremost about Army readiness," Army Secretary Christine Wormuth said in the Army statement. "To those who continue to refuse the vaccine and are not pending a final decision on a medical or administrative exemption, I strongly encourage you to get the vaccine. If not, we will begin involuntary separation proceedings."
More than 2,700 soldiers who refused the vaccine have already been given written reprimands, Army data show, and six soldiers have been fired from leadership positions. The Army has said that soldiers who refuse the vaccine should not be in leadership positions, the AP reported.
The Air Force said it has discharged 27 members for not getting the vaccine. The airmen were formally discharged for failure to obey an order. It is possible that some had other infractions on their records, but all had the vaccine refusal as one of the elements of their discharge, the AP said.
Members of the U.S. military must already get as many as 17 vaccines, depending on where they are deployed. The requirements -- which include shots for smallpox, hepatitis, polio and the flu -- also provide for a number of temporary and permanent exemptions for either medical or administrative reasons, the AP reported.
More information
Visit the U.S. Food and Drug Administration for more on COVID vaccines.
SOURCES: Associated Press; U.S. Army, news release, Dec. 16, 2021
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                                                        Our commitment to patient care and health is priority one here at Duren's Clinic Pharmacy.

We believe in the value of providing personalized service and quality products.
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