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                                    U.S. Surgeon General Investigates COVID-19 Misinformation

                                    
An investigation into health misinformation on COVID-19 has been launched by U.S. Surgeon General Dr. Vivek Murthy.
"Misinformation has had a profound impact on COVID-19 and our response," Murthy told CNN. "Studies have demonstrated that the vast majority of the American public either believes common myths about COVID-19 or thinks those myths might be true. And many of those include myths around the COVID-19 vaccine, so we've seen firsthand how misinformation is harming people's health when it comes to COVID."
Murthy has requested input and data from tech companies, health care providers and community organizations to learn more about the scope and impact of misinformation on COVID-19.
This is the first time the Biden administration has asked tech companies to divulge certain data publicly, including major sources of misinformation, its extent, and who may have been more targeted, CNN reported.
"We'll be looking forward to whatever information they have to share. We're certainly approaching this with an open mind," Murthy said. "Many of the new technology platforms have also been talking about solutions that they are trying to implement, but what we want to understand is what data do they have on whether these solutions are actually working or not."
Equally important is input from health care workers, teachers and families on coping with misinformation, he said.
"Health misinformation is making the jobs of health care workers much harder at a time where our health care work force is strained," Murthy told CNN. "I hear from health care workers that they are battling COVID in the hospitals during the day, and they're going home and battling health misinformation at night."
Dr. Gerald Harmon, president of the American Medical Association (AMA), released a statement applauding the Surgeon General's effort to root out COVID-19 misinformation online. 
"The AMA has called out the junk science and misinformation about this virus that have proliferated on social media and sewn distrust in medicine, cost us lives, and driven families apart," Harmon said.
"Collecting and understanding this data is critical to reversing its deadly impact and future spread," Harmon added.
More information
Visit the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention for more on how to handle COVID misinformation.
SOURCES: CNN; Gerald E. Harmon, MD, president, American Medical Association, statement, March 3, 2022
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                                                        Our commitment to patient care and health is priority one here at Duren's Clinic Pharmacy.

We believe in the value of providing personalized service and quality products.
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