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                                    	By Robert Preidt HealthDay Reporter
	Posted May 3, 2022


                                    Costs From Gun Injuries Highest in U.S. Regions With Weak Gun Laws

                                    
U.S. regions with weak gun laws face the highest hospital costs from gun injuries, with the South leading the way in injuries and fees, a new study says.
Taxpayers cover nearly half of the cost of gun injuries nationwide, said researchers led by Dr. Sarabeth Spitzer, of the surgery department at Brigham and Women's Hospital in Boston.

And an "anti-poor policy" is evident in the South, the investigators stated.
In the study, published May 3 in the journal Trauma Surgery & Acute Care Open, an analysis of federal government data showed that more than 317,400 people were admitted to U.S. hospitals with gun injuries between 2005 and 2015.
Over that decade, the South had the highest rate of hospital admissions (more than 42%), followed by the Midwest (21%), West (20%) and the Northeast (17%).
Gun-related hospital admissions and readmissions totaled $7.77 billion during the study period, and taxpayers covered 42% of that amount.
Just over a third of the nation's population lives in the South, but this region accounted for more than 41% of the total cost, or $3.21 billion. In contrast, the Northeast has just under 18% of the U.S. population and accounted for about 14% of the total, or $1.98 billion.
In a twist, the researchers also found that Medicare and Medicaid coverage for gun injuries is lowest in the South, just 34%. 
The South also had the highest proportion of self-paying patients, according to the study.
"The policy implications of this are readily apparent: Regions with the least stringent firearm policies incur greater financial costs related to firearm injury," Spitzer and colleagues wrote.
"Government insurance programs are fundamental lifelines for seniors and the poor while providing a safety net, although an inadequate one, for health costs," they noted.
"Policies that enable higher levels of gun availability while simultaneously rejecting expansion of health care coverage for poor, uninsured or underinsured residents represent an anti-poor policy," they said in a journal news release.
Policymakers need to reconsider the connections between gun control laws and taxpayer funding, the authors concluded.
The researchers used data from the U.S. Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality to identify people hospitalized with gun injuries. They relied on the Brady Gun Law Score to assess the effect of gun control laws by state.
Among those hospitalized for gun injuries nationwide, 89% were men, and the average age was 31. Black patients accounted for nearly half of all admissions, and Hispanics accounted for more than 42% of admissions in the West.
More information

There's more on gun injuries at the Brady Campaign to End Gun Violence.
SOURCE: Trauma Surgery & Acute Care Open, news release, May 2, 2022
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                                                        Our commitment to patient care and health is priority one here at Duren's Clinic Pharmacy.

We believe in the value of providing personalized service and quality products.
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