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                                    	By Robert Preidt HealthDay Reporter
	Posted May 18, 2022


                                    More Cases of Monkeypox Emerge in Portugal as Outbreak Widens

                                    
After four new cases of typically rare monkeypox infection were spotted in Britain earlier this week, the illness has now been confirmed in five young men in Portugal and 15 other suspected cases are being investigated, health officials in that country said Wednesday.
The patients in the confirmed cases have skin lesions and are in stable condition, according to Portugal's General Directorate for Health, the Associated Press reported. The disease, which is usually not lethal, is typically limited to Africa, but there have been recent cases reported in Europe.
Portuguese officials did not say if the men had a history of travel to Africa or any connection with recent cases in Europe, the AP reported. All cases reported arose this month in and around Lisbon, according to Portugal's General Directorate for Health.
Earlier this week, British health authorities confirmed four cases of monkeypox in England among gay and bisexual men, and Spain's Health Ministry also announced eight suspected cases of monkeypox that still needed to be confirmed.
Three cases of monkeypox were previously reported in Britain. Two involved people who lived in the same household and the third was a person who had traveled to Nigeria, where the disease is common in animals, the AP reported.
Monkeypox is in the same family of viruses that includes chickenpox and smallpox. Most people recover from monkeypox within weeks. The virus typically spreads to people from infected animals such as rodents, but human-to-human transmission is possible.
The monkeypox cases in Britain need to be investigated to understand how the disease was being spread among gay and bisexual men, according to Dr. Ibrahima Soce Fall, the World Health Organization's assistant director-general for emergency response.
Health officials need to learn more about how monkeypox spreads in general, even in the countries where it is endemic, Fall told the AP.
There were more than 6,000 reported cases in Congo and about 3,000 cases in Nigeria last year, but there are still "so many unknowns in terms of the dynamics of transmission," he noted.
More information
Find out more about monkeypox at the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
SOURCE: Associated Press
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                                                        Our commitment to patient care and health is priority one here at Duren's Clinic Pharmacy.

We believe in the value of providing personalized service and quality products.
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