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                                    	By Robert Preidt and Robin Foster HealthDay Reporters
	Posted June 15, 2022


                                    WHO Experts to Decide if Monkeypox Is a Global Emergency

                                    
An emergency committee of independent experts will meet next week to determine whether the growing monkeypox outbreak that's spread to dozens of countries should be declared an international health emergency, the World Health Organization announced Tuesday.
That's the highest level of alert for viral outbreaks and doing so would mean that WHO views the normally rare disease as a continuing threat to nations worldwide, the Associated Press reported.
WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said he decided to convene the emergency committee because of the "unusual" spread of monkeypox in countries well beyond parts of Africa where it is endemic.
"We believe that it needs also some coordinated response because of the geographic spread," he told reporters, according to the AP.
Case counts are rising every day and there are "many gaps of knowledge of the dynamics of transmission," said Dr. Ibrahima Soce Fall, WHO's emergencies director for Africa.
"With the advice from the emergency committee, we can be in a better position to control the situation. But it doesn't mean that we are going straight to a public health emergency of international concern," he said, the AP reported. "We don't want to wait until the situation is out of control to start calling the emergency committee."
The UN health agency recommends "judicious" use of vaccines rather than mass vaccination, and said the main measures to control the outbreak include surveillance, tracking cases and isolating patients, the AP reported.
More than 1,600 cases and nearly 1,500 suspected cases have been reported this year in 39 countries, including seven where monkeypox has occurred for years, Tedros said.
There have been 72 deaths reported, but none in newly affected countries such as Britain, Canada, Italy, Poland, Spain and the United States, the AP reported.
Last month, a WHO advisor said the outbreak in Europe and beyond was likely spread by sex at two recent rave parties in Spain and Belgium, according to the AP.

Although the monkeypox cases in this latest outbreak have been seen mostly among gay men, scientists warn that anyone can catch monkeypox if they are in close, physical contact with an infected person or their clothing or bed sheets.
More information

Visit the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention for more on monkeypox.
SOURCE: Associated Press
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                                                        Our commitment to patient care and health is priority one here at Duren's Clinic Pharmacy.

We believe in the value of providing personalized service and quality products.
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