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                                    Pfizer Vaccine Disappoints in Kids Ages 2 to 5

                                    
Two doses of a pediatric Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine failed to spur an adequate immune response in children aged 2 to 5, the companies announced Friday.
That's a setback for parents hoping to get their youngest children immunized against the new coronavirus as soon as possible.

The pediatric trials used a 3 microgram (mcg) dose of the vaccine -- equivalent to about one-tenth of the dose used in adult shots. And while two 3 mcg doses produced a good immune response in babies and children between 6 months and 2 years of age -- similar to that seen in people aged 16 to 25 -- they failed to do so in the 2- to 5-year age group, the companies said in a statement.
The next step? Pfizer-BioNTech says they'll try a third dose to see if that produces a more robust response, but they have no plans to try any amount of vaccine above 3 mcg.  Children under 5 will get the third dose two months after they've received their second.
"The goal here is to understand the potential of protection of the third dose," Jerica Pitts, a spokeswoman for Pfizer, told The New York Times. "We are studying 3 micrograms at this time."
In a conference call held Friday, Kathrin Jansen, Pfizer's head of vaccine research, said a three-dose regimen that works for all ages of kids is the goal.
There's a building consensus that three doses of vaccine, not two, offers the best defense against the new coronavirus, including newer variants such as Omicron.
Besides the ongoing trials in very young children, Pfizer-BioNTech is also conducting trials of three doses of 10 mcg of COVID vaccine (that's one-third of the dosage used in adults) in children ages 5 through 12, the companies said. They hope to complete the trials and ask for U.S. Food and Drug Administration authorization of a three-dose vaccine series in younger kids sometime in the spring of 2022.
Children aged 16 and 17 can already receive booster shots of Pfizer vaccine: The FDA authorized that last week. 
There have been very rare instances of a heart condition called myocarditis observed in male adolescents and young men who've received mRNA vaccines, prompting investigation into use of lower doses in younger age groups.
More information
Find out more about COVID-19 vaccination in children at the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
SOURCES: Pfizer-BioNTech, statement, Dec. 17, 2021; The New York Times
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                                                        Our commitment to patient care and health is priority one here at Duren's Health Mart.

We believe in the value of providing personalized service and quality products.
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