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                                    Number of Americans Carrying Loaded Handguns Keeps Rising

                                    
 Americans are more likely to carry a loaded handgun than ever before: New research finds about twice as many adults carried in 2019 as did in 2015.
“Between increases in the number of people who own handguns and the number of people who carry every day, there has been a striking increase in handgun carrying in the U.S.,” said lead study author Dr. Ali Rowhani-Rahbar, a professor of epidemiology at the University of Washington (UW), in Seattle.
For the study, the researchers used data from the 2019 National Firearms Survey, which included nearly 2,400 U.S. handgun owners. 
These results suggest that, in 2019, approximately 16 million adult handgun owners had carried a loaded handgun in the past month, up from 9 million in 2015, according to past UW research. 
About 6 million carried every day, double the number who carried daily in 2015. 
In states with less restrictive carrying regulations, about one-third of handgun owners reported carrying in the past month compared to about one-fifth in more restrictive states.
About 70% of survey respondents said they carried a loaded handgun for protection against another person. Far fewer said they carried a weapon as protection against an animal or for work, the study found.
About 80% of handgun owners who reported carrying their weapons were men. About 75% were white. Most were aged 18 to 44, according to the report. 
Limitations included that the study didn't ask where someone carried their gun or whether they carried their weapon openly or concealed it. 
The researchers noted that the findings are timely because of a U.S. Supreme Court ruling in June that struck down a New York state handgun-carrying law.
“The Supreme Court ruling has already resulted in some states' loosening of laws related to handgun carrying,” Rowhani-Rahbar said in a university news release. “In light of that ruling, our study reinforces the importance of studying the implications of handgun carrying for public health and public safety.”
In general, states are becoming less restrictive, and more than 20 now do not require permits to carry, the study authors said. That was true in only one state in 1990. 
The findings were published online Nov. 16 in the American Journal of Public Health.
More information
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has data on firearm deaths per state.
SOURCE: University of Washington, news release, Nov. 16, 2022
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                                Health News is provided as a service to Duren's Health Mart site users by HealthDay. Duren's Health Mart nor its employees, agents, or contractors, review, control, or take responsibility for the content of these articles. Please seek medical advice directly from your pharmacist or physician.
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                                                        Our commitment to patient care and health is priority one here at Duren's Health Mart.

We believe in the value of providing personalized service and quality products.
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