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                                    	 Steven Reinberg
	Posted December 24, 2019


                                    Surgery Is Far Too Often Fatal for Kids in Poor Nations

                                    
Kids in poor countries are up to 200 times more likely to die after surgery than kids in rich nations, a new study finds. 


As the need for pediatric surgery grows in poor and moderate-income countries, it leaves 2 billion children without access to safe surgery and anesthesia, said researcher Dr. Mark Newton. He's a pediatric anesthesiologist at Monroe Carell Jr. Children's Hospital at Vanderbilt University, in Nashville, Tenn. 


In fact, in these countries, children are 50% of the population and as many as 85% need an operation before they're 16.


"Most low- and middle-income countries have a severe shortage of pediatric surgeons and anesthesiologists," Newton said in a Vanderbilt news release. 


Newton's team found that in East Africa: 
	Death after pediatric surgery is 100 to 200 times greater than in high-income countries.
	When the Safe Surgery Checklist isn't used, deaths increase over 200%.
	More deaths occur when surgery is done at night and on weekends. 
	Deaths are higher in primary care hospitals than in secondary or tertiary care hospitals. 



For the study, the researchers looked at child deaths after surgery in 24 Kenyan hospitals. In all, they looked at just over 6,000 cases. 


The investigators found that death rates were nearly 1% at 24 hours after surgery, slightly more than 1% at 48 hours after surgery and nearly 2% seven days after surgery. 


The report was published in the December issue of the journal Anesthesiology.


More information

 
For more on health care around the world, head to the World Health Organization.

                                    SOURCE: Vanderbilt University Medical Center, news release, Dec. 10, 2019
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                                Health News is provided as a service to Duren's Health Mart site users by HealthDay. Duren's Health Mart nor its employees, agents, or contractors, review, control, or take responsibility for the content of these articles. Please seek medical advice directly from your pharmacist or physician.

                                Copyright © 2024 HealthDay All Rights Reserved.
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                                                        Our commitment to patient care and health is priority one here at Duren's Health Mart.

We believe in the value of providing personalized service and quality products.
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