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                                    Arthritis Drug Tocilizumab Flops as COVID-19 Treatment

                                    
The arthritis drug tocilizumab doesn't  help hospital patients with severe COVID-19, according to a new study that contradicts earlier research suggesting that it might aid recovery.
In fact, patients receiving tocilizumab had a higher risk of death, so the trial was halted early.
Tocilizumab blocks a part of the immune system (interleukin 6) that can become overactive in some COVID-19 patients, and it was thought that the drug might help reduce inflammatory responses in patients.
That theory was tested in this study, which included 129 adult COVID-19 patients, average age 57, at nine hospitals in Brazil. They had abnormal levels of at least two inflammation-related compounds in their blood and were receiving supplemental oxygen or mechanical ventilation.
The patients were randomly selected to receive either tocilizumab plus standard care (65) or standard care alone (64). After 15 days, 18 (28%) of the patients in the tocilizumab group and 13 (20%) of those in the standard care group were on mechanical ventilation or had died.
Eleven (17%) of the patients in the tocilizumab group died, compared with 2 (3%) in the standard care group. Due to the much higher death rate in the tocilizumab group, the trial was stopped early. In both groups of patients, deaths were due to COVID-19-related acute respiratory failure or multiple organ dysfunction.
The findings were published Jan. 20 in the BMJ journal.
The study shows that in patients with severe or critical COVID-19, "tocilizumab plus standard care was not superior to standard care alone in improving clinical status at 15 days and might increase mortality," wrote Viviane Veiga, from the Beneficência Portuguesa Hospital of Sao Paulo, Brazil, and colleagues.
The findings "raise questions about an anti-inflammatory approach in the treatment of COVID-19 beyond corticosteroids," the authors wrote in a journal news release.
More information
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has more on COVID-19.
SOURCE: BMJ, news release, Jan. 20, 2021

                                    

                                

                            
                        
                            
                            
                                                        
                                [image: HealthDay]
                                Health News is provided as a service to Duren's HealthMart Pharmacy site users by HealthDay. Duren's HealthMart Pharmacy nor its employees, agents, or contractors, review, control, or take responsibility for the content of these articles. Please seek medical advice directly from your pharmacist or physician.

                                Copyright © 2024 HealthDay All Rights Reserved.

                            

                            
                            
                            
                        

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                
                                    Share


                                    	
	
	
	
	

           
                                

                                

                            Tags


                            
                            	Arthritis: Drugs
	Inflammation


                            
                        

                                        
                    

                

            

            
        
    
        
         
    


           





 















    
    
    
    
    
               
    
    
    
    
    
        
	 
	   
    		 
    			  
    		 

	   

	


    
        
            
                
                    
                                        
                        
                            [image: Duren's HealthMart Pharmacy Logo]
                        

                                                        Caring for and about You!
 
                              
                    

                    

                    
                    
                        Site Navigation


                        	
                                    
                                        Patient Resources
                                    
                                  
	
                                    
                                        Text Me
                                    
                                  
	
                                    
                                        Contact
                                    
                                  
	
                                    
                                        Help
                                    
                                  
	
                                    
                                        Location / Hours
                                    
                                  
	
                                    
                                        Privacy Policy
                                    
                                  


                    

                                        

                    
                    
                        Contact Us

                         
                        
                            Duren's HealthMart Pharmacy
215 Dexter L Woods Memorial Boulevard, Waynesboro, TN 38485
 (931) 722-5466 -  (931) 722-9495
                                        [image: visa]
                                                                                [image: mastercard]
                                                                                [image: amex]
                                                                                [image: discover]
                                                                                [image: house]
                                                                                [image: giftcard]
                                        
  
                        
                                            

                    
                

            
 
        


        
            
                
                                         
                        
                            2024 © All Rights Reserved.
                           Privacy Policy
                        

                    


                    
                    
                        	
                                        
                                            
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            
                                        
                                    


                    

                    
                

            
 
        

    
     
    
                                                                                                                                
