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                                    Vaccine Myths Widespread on the Web, Especially Facebook: Study

                                    
Social media is rife with misinformation about the safety of vaccines, according to a new study. 


Lead researcher Lucy Elkin's team found that false claims about vaccines are readily available on Google, Facebook and YouTube despite efforts to control access to misinformation through computer programming and policy changes.  


Elkin is a doctoral candidate in the Department of Primary Care and General Practice at the University of Otago in New Zealand.


For the study, she and her colleagues searched the internet for information on vaccines by asking  questions such as, "Should I vaccinate my child?" 


Eighty percent of the links Google generated and 75% of YouTube videos were positive about vaccines, but 50% of Facebook pages were negative, the researchers found. 


"Parents would be able to find information encouraging or discouraging vaccination on the vast majority of the websites, Facebook pages and YouTube videos analyzed, but popular pages on Facebook containing vaccine information were more polarized," Elkin said in university news release. 


She said the greater proportion of negative content on Facebook versus YouTube may reflect differences in their censorship policies. 


The amount of negative vaccine information on Facebook is concerning, Elkin said, because it makes parents more apt to hesitate getting their kids immunized. 


"It is important that vaccine-promoting agencies continue to make every effort to maximize their presence online so that parents who are researching whether or not to vaccinate their children will encounter evidence-based information online," she said. 


Doctors can also help by referring parents to credible websites with valid information, Elkin said. 


The report was published March 17 in the journal  Vaccine. 


More information


For more on vaccine safety, visit the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

                                    SOURCE: University of Otago, news release, March 12, 2020

                                

                            
                        
                            
                            
                                                        
                                [image: HealthDay]
                                Health News is provided as a service to Duren's HealthMart Pharmacy site users by HealthDay. Duren's HealthMart Pharmacy nor its employees, agents, or contractors, review, control, or take responsibility for the content of these articles. Please seek medical advice directly from your pharmacist or physician.

                                Copyright © 2024 HealthDay All Rights Reserved.

                            

                            
                            
                            
                        

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                
                                    Share


                                    	
	
	
	
	

           
                                

                                

                            Tags


                            
                            	Computers / Internet
	Computers / Internet: Misc.
	Safety &, Public Health
	Safety &, Public Health:   Misc.
	Vaccines


                            
                        

                                        
                    

                

            

            
        
    
        
         
    


           





 















    
    
    
    
    
               
    
    
    
    
    
        
	 
	   
    		 
    			  
    		 

	   

	


    
        
            
                
                    
                                        
                        
                            [image: Duren's HealthMart Pharmacy Logo]
                        

                                                        Caring for and about You!
 
                              
                    

                    

                    
                    
                        Site Navigation


                        	
                                    
                                        Patient Resources
                                    
                                  
	
                                    
                                        Text Me
                                    
                                  
	
                                    
                                        Contact
                                    
                                  
	
                                    
                                        Help
                                    
                                  
	
                                    
                                        Location / Hours
                                    
                                  
	
                                    
                                        Privacy Policy
                                    
                                  


                    

                                        

                    
                    
                        Contact Us

                         
                        
                            Duren's HealthMart Pharmacy
215 Dexter L Woods Memorial Boulevard, Waynesboro, TN 38485
 (931) 722-5466 -  (931) 722-9495
                                        [image: visa]
                                                                                [image: mastercard]
                                                                                [image: amex]
                                                                                [image: discover]
                                                                                [image: house]
                                                                                [image: giftcard]
                                        
  
                        
                                            

                    
                

            
 
        


        
            
                
                                         
                        
                            2024 © All Rights Reserved.
                           Privacy Policy
                        

                    


                    
                    
                        	
                                        
                                            
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            
                                        
                                    


                    

                    
                

            
 
        

    
     
    
                                                                                                                                
